The Post War Decade
The United States, on the other hand, sought to bring about a com-
promise settlement of the issues raised by Egypt's action. As the
basic problem seemed to center on the control and operations of
the Suez Canal, Dulles frantically looked around for a formula
that would establish an "international system" to protect the in-
terests of all Canal users by insulating the operations of the Canal
from "the influence of the politics of any nation".60 Nasser, was,
however, suspicious that this plan sought to deprive Egypt of
her "essential rights and sovereignty". Dulles' idea, as a matter
of fact, was to get the Suez Canal out of Nasser's hands and est-
ablish a user's association to manage the canal. Britain and France
had sensed that no such proposal would be acceptable to Nasser.
At the same time, they were unwilling to take risks regarding their
vital petroleum imports that had to pass through the Suez. Hence
they started consultations for joint intervention and military pre-
parations were undertaken quickly. On 3 August 1956, the French
Premier Mollet warned that force would be used if necessary and,
on 8 August 1956, the British Prime Minister Anthony Eden
made the same statement.*7 It soon appeared, however, that there
were various obstacles to effective military action. Suitable forces
were not immediately available. French manpower was pretty fully
employed in Algeria and Great Britain was already feeling the
effects of its emphasis on reduced standing forces and "strategic
deterrence". Moreover, the United States had made known her
opposition to the use of force against Egypt. President Eisenhower
*« UJS. in World Affairs, 1956, p. 272.
«7 As early as the end of July 1956, the British Foreign Secretary, Harold
MacMillan revealed to Dulles Britain's plans for military action if the
problem was not quickly settled. Dulles however refused to exercise ex-
cessive pressure on Nasser and announced that the United States would
abide by the 1950 Tripartite Declaration which condemned the use of
» force in the area. Interview with Robert Murphy, Dulles Oral History
Project, Dulles Papers, Princeton University Library, cited in LaFeber
51n., p. 192. Also see Finer 47n., p. 67.
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